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Agency name Virginia Department of Labor and Industry/Safety and Health Codes 
Board 

Virginia Administrative Code 
(VAC) citation  

 16VAC25-175-1926.856, Removal of Walls, Floors and Material with 
Equipment, §1926.856; 

16VAC25-175-1926.858, Removal of Steel Construction, §1926.858; 

16VAC25-175-1926.800, Underground Construction, §1926.800 

Regulation title Cranes and Derricks in Construction:  Demolition and Underground 
Construction 

Action title Direct Final Rule for Cranes and Derricks in Construction:  Demolition 
and Underground Construction 

Final agency action date September 12, 2012 

Document preparation date September 17, 2012 

 
When a regulatory action is exempt from executive branch review pursuant to § 2.2-4002 or § 2.2-4006 of the Virginia 
Administrative Process Act (APA), the agency is encouraged to provide information to the public on the Regulatory 
Town Hall using this form.   
 
Note:  While posting this form on the Town Hall is optional, the agency must comply with requirements of the Virginia 
Register Act, Executive Orders 14 (2010) and 58 (1999), and the Virginia Register Form, Style, and Procedure 
Manual.  

 

Summary  
 
Please provide a brief summary of all regulatory changes, including the rationale behind such changes.  
Alert the reader to all substantive matters or changes.  If applicable, generally describe the existing 
regulation. 
                

 
On August 17, 2012, federal OSHA issued a Direct Final Rule, along with a companion notice of proposed 

rulemaking [77 FR 49741], that applies the requirements of the August 2010 Final Rule for Cranes and 

Derricks in Construction to demolition work and underground construction. 

 

This Direct Final Rule has applied the same crane rules to underground construction and demolition that 

were already being used by other construction sectors, and has streamlined federal OSHA’s standards by 

eliminating the separate Cranes and Derricks Standard currently used for underground and demolition 

work. 
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The Direct Final Rule also corrected several errors introduced in the 2010 rulemaking.  To cover all 

construction work under Subpart CC, and to correct errors, federal OSHA has amended §§1926.856(c) 

and 1926.858(b) by replacing the requirements to comply with Subpart DD with requirements to comply 

with Subpart CC, and has amended §1926.858(b) by reinstating the requirement to comply with Subpart 

N as well. 

 

Also, federal OSHA has amended §1926.800(t) to extend Subpart CC to underground construction, and 

to resolve the technical errors set forth in that section.  Federal OSHA has amended the introductory 

paragraph of §1926.800(t) to restore the provision allowing employers to use cranes to hoist personnel 

for routine access to the underground worksites via a shaft without the need to show that conventional 

means of access are more hazardous or impossible for this purpose.  This amendment excepts routine 

access of employees to an underground worksite via a shaft from the requirements of §1926.1431(a), 

requirements that are virtually identical to the requirements of §1926.550(g)(2).  Federal OSHA has also 

restored §1926.800(t)(1) through (4).  Also, OSHA has corrected three minor grammatical errors that 

appeared in the text of paragraphs §1926.800(t)(3)(vi), (t)(4)(iii), and (t)(4)(iv), as previously published in 

the Code of Federal Regulations. 

 

Statement of final agency action 
 
Please provide a statement of the final action taken by the agency including (1) the date the action was 
taken, (2) the name of the agency taking the action, and (3) the title of the regulation. 
                

 

On September 12, 2012, the Safety and Health Codes Board adopted federal OSHA’s Direct Final Rule 

for Cranes and Derricks in Construction; Demolition and Underground Construction, as published in 77 

FR 49722 on August 17, 2012, with an effective date of January 1, 2013. 

 

Family impact 
 
Assess the impact of this regulatory action on the institution of the family and family stability.  

               

 

This regulatory action will have no impact on the institution of the family and family stability. 

 

To access the Final Rule, please refer to: 

 

http://www.osha.gov/FedReg_osha_pdf/FED20120817A.pdf 
 
 

http://www.osha.gov/FedReg_osha_pdf/FED20120817A.pdf
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Cranes and Derricks in Construction: Demolition and Underground Construction 

§§1926.856, 1926.858, and 1926.800, respectively;  

Direct Final Rule 

 

 As Adopted by the 

 

 Safety and Health Codes Board 

 

 Date: September 12, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 VIRGINIA OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH PROGRAM 

 

 VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY 

 

 Effective Date: January 1, 2013 

 

 

 16VAC25-175-1926.856, Removal of Walls, Floors and Material with Equipment, §1926.856 

16VAC25-175-1926.858, Removal of Steel Construction, §1926.858 

16VAC25-175-1926.800, Underground Construction, §1926.800 
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When the regulations, as set forth in the Direct Final Rule for Cranes and Derricks in Construction:  

Demolition and Underground Construction, §§1926.856, 1926.858 and 1926.800, respectively, are 

applied to the Commissioner of the Department of Labor and Industry and/or to Virginia employers, the 

following federal terms shall be considered to read as below: 

 

 

Federal Terms      VOSH Equivalent 

 

29 CFR       VOSH Standard 

 

Assistant Secretary     Commissioner of Labor and 

       Industry 

 

Agency       Department 

 

November 15, 2012, January 1, 2013 
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